
CITRUS CHAPTER of FLORIDA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY
Meeting Minutes April 2,  2019

Crystal Oaks Civic Association 7:00PM

Attendance:  34 Members  13 Guests
Plant Donations:  56 plants plus 4 seed packets
Current Membership: 129

6:15 PM Barbara's Bits –  Native Folklore, Just for Fun.  Barbara McCormick went through the 
folklore of sacred powers and medicinal uses of various native plants..    

7:00 PM  Co-President Susan Wassermann welcomed everyone and recognized guests and new 
members.  First time guests were given a free ticket for the plant donation drawings.  We had no new 
members present at tonight's meeting.  Some donation plants were packaged 2 to a bag so both plants 
should be claimed.   In addition to donation plants from members, plants were also donated by Color 
Country and Anson's Nursery.  

It was explained that anyone interested in joining should see Virginia Hall and that FNPS is the only 
organization in Florida dedicated to plants and their habitats, which is the foundation of all ecology.  

Several tickets were called for the Plant Donation Table.

Plant of the Month:  Barbara McCormick presented mangroves, the varieties in Florida, and their 
importance. 
Barbara asked for assistance on Earth Day, April 28, 2019, from 9AM to 1:00 PM.   Volunteers will 
help with manning a table by the demonstration garden.  
Barbara also asked for suggestions for topics for Barbara's Bits.  Suggestions included:  pruning, proper
tools and how to use them, planting for year round color, propogation, composting, edibles, how to ID 
plants, and plants that are poisonous to pets.

What's Blooming Now?   Gail Taylor presented a bouquet of current blooms that included Coral Bean, 
Blanket Flower, Twin Flower, False Rosemary, Dune Sunflower, Greeneyes, Red & White Tropical 
Sages, and Lyre Leaf Sage.

Several tickets were called for the Plant Donation Table.

New signs for our demo gardens:  signs have been placed in our gardens at the Inverness Community 
Garden, demo garden at the Lecanto Extension Office, Church House Hammock, the Citrus County 
Fairgrounds, and the Crystal River Preserve State Park.

Sue Wassermann, Plant Sale Director, gave a summary of our recent plant sale: 
Total Plants:  1130
Total Price:  $7649.50
Approximate Take:  $3470
These figures will change slightly as there are still a few items to be reconciled. 

Grants:  One of the items funded through the plant sale is grants.  Information, guidelines, and 
applications for grants up to $300 can be found on our website. FNPS membership is not required.   
Friends of Chassowitzka, formerly Chassowitzka River Keepers, was awarded our most recent grant.  



Donna Suresch has designed new T-shirts.  Membership voted unanimously to approve the purchase T-
shirts, up to $240, for sale at the upcoming conference and for standing inventory.   Donna was taking 
orders at the meeting for T-shirts, $20 for standard, $25 for V-neck shirts.

State Council Representative, Gail Taylor, said that her complete report will be on our website.  
Following is a brief summary of the the proposed FNPS Interchapter Disaster Relief Fund.

The Disaster Relief Fund is a general outreach to help get chapters that are affected by a
disaster needed relief.  This can be done in several ways: 
SUPPLIES: Supplies that an affected chapter uses to conduct core functions- programs and
field trips- qualify. Chapter supplies help affected members to continue with basic functions.
Programs and field trips related items include, but not limited to: Projector, Screen, Laptop,
Printer, Venue Rent, Stationary
MISSION RELATED ITEMS: Supplies that help an affected chapter continue their outreaches
include, but not limited to: Tent, Portable table and chairs, Linen, Printwork (banners and
flyers), Plants
VOLUNTEER ASSISTANCE: Help clean-up or rebuild, help replant, other needs
The Citrus Chapter has agreed to set aside $50 in the 2018-2019 budget for this purpose. 

Conference volunteer sign-up:  Gail Taylor has information on openings for volunteers for the State 
FNPS Conference at the Plantation Inn in Crystal River, May 16-19, 2019.  We need to spread the word
about the conference.  There will be a Facebook event and Pete Langlois will coordinate posting 
publicity posters advertising the conference.  He needs volunteers on the east side of the county to 
assist with this.    There will be a plant sale during the conference that will be open to the public.

Citrus County Fair:  Thanks to those who helped set up and take down our display.  Native plants was  
a  new category this year and there were “Blue Ribbons all around.”

Several tickets were called for the Plant Donation Table.

Sue reminded everyone that we share an assortment of events that may be of interest via emails and on 
Faceback.  Our chapter and area chapter events can always be found on our website, 
www.citrus.fnpschapters.org.  A brief listing of activities and volunteer opportunities follows:   
Saturday, April 6 – Spring Home and Outdoor Living Show at the Crystal River Armory
Tuesday, April 9 – Plant opportunity at Donna Suresch's home
Tuesday, April 16 – Field trip with Steve Farnsworth at Dixie Shores
Saturday, April 20 -  Field trip with Vince Morris to the Withlacoochee State Forest
Saturday, April 27 – Citrus County Earth Day Festival
Tuesday, May 7- CNPS members hike and potluck picnic
Wednesday, May 8 – Weeding Day
Wednesday, May 15 – Pre-conference Meet-N-Greet
Thursday- Sunday, May 16-19 – Annual Florida Native Plant Society Conference in Crystal River
Fri-Saturday, May 17-18 – Employment opportunity at FNPS plant sale
Saturday, May 18 – free workshop open to the public

Several tickets were called for the Plant Donation Table.

Guest Speaker:   Sue introduced Rose Kalajian, a clinical herbalist from Wesley Chapel.  Rose is the 

http://www.citrus.fnpschapters.org/


owner of “Health Hut” which offers an Herb Shoppe, a clinical practice, educational programs, and a 
plant nursery.     Rose's program highlighted native plants with natural antibiotic properties:  Duncan 
Grapefruit, Bidens, and lichens.   She discussed how to create herbal remedies with these plants and 
how they could be used.

Tickets were called for the remaining plants on the Plant Donation Table.

Minutes submitted by Gwen Dunaway, CCNPS Secretary

Citrus Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society (CCFNPS)

US Mail:    PO Box 465    Lecanto, Fl 34460
Email:   CitrusNPS@gmail.com
Phone:   352-631-8444  (leave a message)
Website:  citrus.fnpschapters.org
Facebook: Citrus Native Plant Society  
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