
CITRUS CHAPTER of FLORIDA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY 
Meeting Minutes October 1,  2019 

Crystal Oaks Civic Association 7:00PM 
 

Attendance:  42 Members  4 Guests 
Plant Donations:  72 plants, 10 of which were donated by Anson’s and Color Country Nurseries 
Current Membership: 140 
 
6:15 PM Barbara's Bits –  Gardening Tools.  Barbara McCormick shared her favorite tools with tidbits 
on how to use them properly and some maintenance tips. 
 
Co-President Athena Philips welcomed everyone and shared photos from the recent members' 
Pollinator Pot Workshop.  The 2 new members present were given a free plant from the donation 
table.  First time guests were given a complimentary ticket for the donation table drawings.   
 
Membership Chair Virginia Hall announced that we currently have 140 members.  Athena shared the 
mission that FNPS promotes the preservation, conservation, and restoration of Florida’s native plant 
communities and encouraged anyone that wants to support this Mission to join our chapter. 
 
A plant drawing was held. 
 
Plant of the Month – Jodi Spaulding highlighted the Cardinal Flower. 
 
Athena thanked Gail Taylor for her bouquet of “What's Blooming” on display by the photo boards and 
Donna Suresch's bouquet on the refreshment table. 
 
Jane and Pam were thanked for being in charge of refreshments and a request was made for 
volunteers to help out by bringing refreshments in the future. 
 
A plant drawing was held. 
 
Athena announced that October is Native Plant Month and she encouraged everyone to review the 
calendar on our website.  Two of the special events are a Landscape Design workshop by Donna 
Carrigan and a presentation by Craig Huegel.  On Oct 8th ,1pm the BOCC will make a Native Plant 
Month Proclamation and we will have the opportunity to thank them for the new Roadside Wildflower 
Resolution.  On Thursday the 17th, we have the popular Wildflower Tram ride for our members, two 
special speakers, Donna Carrigan who is doing a Landscape Design Workshop and Craig Huegel, 
author.  We will also have two outreach events, which we’ll need some volunteers for. 
 
Jodi Spaulding passed around sign-up sheets for these events and Athena explained that these 
outreach events are one of our best tools for reaching people and we need the support of volunteers 
to make it happen. No experience is required, just some time and it is a great learning opportunity too, 
by spending time chatting with other members. 
 
A plant drawing was held. 
 
Athena summarized committee reports.    
 T-Shirts:  T-shirts have arrived and are available for sale.    
 Policy: Athena reported that she spoke for the chapter at the Legislative Delegation and it is 
possible that there may be an Interchapter field trip for legislators to educate them on issues 
regarding native plants. 



 For September's National Public Lands Day, we were represented at 2 events.  Thanks were 
given to Gail Taylor, Gwen Dunaway, Barbara McCormick and Virginia Hall for volunteering for these 
events.   
 Sue Wasserman announced our Nov. 16th plant sale at Homosassa Springs Wildlife Park.  
There will be a speaker at 10AM and the plant sale will follow that presentation, from 11:00-2:00.  The 
sale will feature mostly trees, shrubs, and grasses.  Sue told members that she would make efforts to 
fill special requests if you let her know by November 1.  This can be done through the chapter email, 
CitrusNPS@gmail.com.  We will need volunteers for this event. 
 
Athena reported that event announcements and regional events can be found on our Facebook page 
as well as our website calendar, Citrus.fnpschapters.org. 
 
A plant drawing was held. 
 
Athena announced that November is our annual meeting and election. The current officers have 
volunteered to continue their service, however the election is open to any member, and term limits do 
apply later for the current officers. 
 
Positions are: President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Chapter Representative and 
Membership Chair. Terms are one year, from Jan to Dec. Details are in the Bylaws posted on our 
website. 
 
If any member would like to nominate themselves, you can do so now, or email your name to the 
Chapter. If you’d prefer NOT to run, but are potentially interested for next year, we can arrange an 
internship, to see how it fits.  Gail Taylor announced that we have lots of openings for volunteers and 
Gwen Dunaway said that we are in need of someone to be a backup for the duties of secretary.   
 
A plant drawing was held.  Marcie Clutter recommended not planting the plants during this hot and dry 
weather.  She suggested putting the pots in a shady place and keeping them moist until the weather 
changes.   
 
After a short break, Athena introduced our guest speaker, Savannah Berry.  
 “Tonight’s speaker will share with us the importance of coastal plants, and plant restoration 
work in the Nature Coast. 
 Growing up on a small farm in central Virginia, she discovered her interest in marine ecology 
during family vacations to small fishing towns along the Chesapeake Bay. Her studies took her from 
Virginia to Gainesville and Little Cayman Island, where her research focused on interactions between 
seagrasses and calcifying algae, while she was also involved in youth education and public outreach 
on the island. While in Little Cayman, she completed her Divemaster certification and co-organized an 
island-wide effort to remove invasive lionfish from local coral reefs. 
 She has earned a B.S. in Biology, a M.S. in Fisheries and Aquatic Sciences, and finally 
completed her Ph.D. dissertation work in the beautiful seagrass meadows of the southern Nature 
Coast. She is now the area’s IFAS Sea Agent and is stationed full time at the Nature Coast Biological 
Station.” 
 Following her presentation on “Living Shorelines/Nature Based Solutions to Coastal Erosions 
and a short question/answer session, the meeting was concluded. 
 
Minutes submitted by Gwen Dunaway, CCNPS Secretary 
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