
CITRUS CHAPTER of FLORIDA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY
Meeting Minutes Nov. 5,  2019

Crystal Oaks Civic Association 7:00PM

Attendance:   42 Members   7 Guests
Plant Donations:  69 plants 
Current Membership: 139

6:15 PM Barbara's Bits –  Proper Pruning Techniques.  Barbara McCormick demonstrated proper tree 
and bush pruning techniques.  There will be no Barbara's Bits in December but she will begin a 4 part 
series, Creating a Living Landscape (January, February, March, April 2020) in January.

7:00 PM  Co-President Athena Philips welcomed everyone and recognized guests and new members.  
New members were given first pick at the plant donation table as a welcome gift.  First time guests 
were given a complimentary ticket.  Athena explained that drawings would be held throughout the 
evening and if there are 2 plants in a bag, you should take both.  

Our chapter currently has 139 members.  Athena welcomed members that joined during 2019 to stand 
up and be recognized.  Their nametags have a 2019 ribbon.   She explained that FNPS is the grassroots 
of the environmental organizations, working in both wild spaces and backyards.  Anyone wanting to 
learn more about our chapter can talk to any of us wearing yellow name tags or our hosts with blue 
tags.

The first drawings were held for the plant donation table.

Election of officers was held.  Our bylaws state that we hold an election during our Annual Meeting in 
November of each year.  Vote, by members only, must be a majority decision.  Terms run January 1st  
through December 31st.   Positions are President, Vice-President, Treasurer, Secretary, Chapter 
Representative and Membership Chairperson.  
Athena explained that the under Robert's Rules of Order, if there is no opposition, there is no need for a
formal vote and the matter is decided by “acclamation” or “unanimous consent.”
The Chair, Athena Philips, asked if there were any nominations from the floor, there were not.
The Chair nominated the following members who have agreed to continue with their positions:

Sue Wassermann and Athena Philips for Co-Presidents
Deb Daniels for Vice President
Gail Shafer for Treasurer
Gwen Dunaway for Secretary
Virginia Hall for Membership
Gail Taylor for Chapter Representative

Athena again asked for further nominations. There were none and nominations were closed.  Steve 
Farnsworth made a motion to accept the nominations by acclamation and the motion was seconded by 
Donna Suresch.  The Chair congratulated and thanked the 2020 Chapter Officers.

Athena Philips introduced our Guest speaker, Lisa Roberts, executive director of the Florida Wild-
flower Foundation since 2008.  Ms. Roberts gave an overview of what has been done in other counties 
and the next steps for Citrus since our Roadside Wildflower Resolution was recently approved by the 
Board of County Commissioners.

Donna Suresch presented the Yellow Anise for the Plant of the Month.



Athena directed everyone to the Poster and Sign Up Sheets table where 2 vases of “What's Blooming 
Now” are on display.  Thanks to Gail Taylor for the collection of woodland flowers and Donna Suresch
for the sandhill flowers display.

Drawings for the plant table was held.

Committee Reports: 
Sue Wassermann shared the posters for the Nov. 16th plant sale following the presentation by 

Lavon Silvernell at Homosassa Wildlife Park and encouraged members to take them and distribute. 
Seating is limited and on first come basis so early arrival for the 10:00 presentation was encouraged.  
The plant sale will not begin until the presentation is over, approximately 11:00.  Volunteers are needed
for both shifts, 8:00-11:00 and 11:00-2:00.

Marcie Clutter will present an outreach event on November14th at the Homosassa Library.
Ben Berauer is organizing a Fickett Hammock field trip for November 23rd.
We will have a booth at the Home Show on November 23rd and will be selling plants from 

Ansons's Nursery.  Volunteers are needed.
Our Christmas Potluck will be held on December 3rd for members and their guests.   At 5:00 we 

will have some fun games prior to our dinner at 6:00.  
Gail Taylor discussed the FNPS Holiday Event at Brooker Creek, Pasco County, on December 

7th, 9AM-3:00.  Carpools will leave at 8AM.  Lunch will be provided and activities will include field 
trips and crafting.

Demo Garden Maintenance Days are a good time to learn from other gardeners.  We have 2 
gardens in Inverness, 2 in Crystal River and one in Lecanto.  The Lecanto workdays usually have a 
propagation class by Barbara McCormick and volunteers often have the opportunity to take plants 
home.  November 13th will be a workday at Crystal River Preserve.  Bernadette Christian suggested that
volunteers protect themselves from ticks, particularly at Churchhouse Hammock.

Athena explained that she has represented our chapter at two local Land Management meetings 
this month.  These committees are the checks and balances on seeing that Land Managers are 
maintaining our conservation lands.  Anyone interested should talk to Athena.

Drawings for the plant table was held.

Volunteer Appreciation:
Athena explained that it is our volunteers that make this chapter thrive and support the work of 
promoting the role of native plants.  
A special thanks was given to all who volunteered at the Conference held in Crystal River.  It was the 
most attended of any conference to date and a “smashing success.”
Athena also recognized our “Rock Star” volunteers, whose dedication and volumn of hours deserve 
special recognition:   Ross Barnum, Lee Eseman, Bernadette Christian and William Clark, who tend to 
the Preserve gardens every week.   Barbara McCormick was also recognized for her efforts to enlighten
us with her Barbara's Bits classes and continued development with the County Master Gardeners and 
the County Extension Office.   A round of applause was give for these special volunteers.
Athena then read off the 70 names of the 2019 volunteers who were given a small certificate and the 
opportunity to select a gift from the Appreciation Gift table as a token of the chapter's gratitude.
Recognition was also given to all who contributed to our plant donation table.

A final plant drawing was held and the meeting was adjourned.

Minutes submitted by Gwen Dunaway, CCNPS Secretary



Citrus Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society (CCFNPS)
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