Citrus Native Plant Society
Meeting 06 February 2018
Crystal Oaks Civic Association  7:00 PM

Attendance:    40 Members/16 Guests 
Plant Donations:  35 Plants, 1 Tree Watering Bag
President Gail Taylor introduced special guest Ashley Poeller and her family.  Ashley is the recipient of the most recent FNPS endowed scholarship through the College of Central Florida (Ocala).  This endowed scholarship was set up in 2007 by Jim Bierly, our founder and former President who passed away last April.  A photo was taken with Ashley, her husband and two babies along with attending chapter members.   Ashely was presented with a coontie plant from Jim Bierly’s yard.
First time guests were given a free ticket for the plant donation drawings.   The drawing process was explained.  Florida Native Plant membership application process and fees were explained.  Current membership is 89.  There were three new members present.  They are given the opportunity to choose a plant from the donation table before the drawings begin.
Upcoming events:

Weeding day will take place on Tuesday, February 13, from 9 AM – 11 AM at the Crystal River Preserve State Park Visitors Center, 3266 N. Sailboat Avenue, Crystal River.  Bring your gardening tools, bug spray and water.  Contact Ben, bfberauer@aol.com if you are able to volunteer.

Our 3rd annual Spring Native Plant Sale starts now and runs until March 6.  Sue Wasserman handed out order forms for the sale.  These are also available on our website.  Plants will be available for pick up on Friday, March 16th.  Contact Sue for information or to volunteer your help on pick up day.  h2omann@aol.com, 352-300-0890 .

We will be doing two garden planting in the next two months at the Citrus County Fairgrounds prior to the fair that starts on March 26.  Chris Conklin is in charge of this project  If you are able to assist with this project, contact Chris at rc.conk66@gmail.com.  

We will also be working on a native plant display for the fair.  Contact Gail if you would like to assist with this project. citrusnps@gmail.com.  352-212-2390

Saturday, April 21, we will celebrate Earth Day with an event at the Lecanto Government Center.  Abby Madeires is the Director of this event.  Contact Abby to volunteer your assistance with this project.  abby45@gmail.com  
 We will also help with cleaning the native plant garden at this site prior to the event.  This will take place on March 24 beginning at 9 AM.  Contact Barbara McCormick if you are able to help.  dragonflybynite@gmail.com

Gail Scafer is working on a project to provide a packet of native plant information to new residents of the area.  If you are willing to deliver these packets in your neighborhood, contact Gail.  msgailshafer@gmail.com

Ben Bereaur is planning field trips for us. If there is somewhere you would like to go on a field trip, let Ben know.  If you would consider opening your property for us to come see your native plants, let Ben know.
 352-610-6704, bfberauer@aol.com

Read emails, look at the CNPS website, CNPS Facebook page and/or Bulletin board to see upcoming events.
Citrus Native Plant Society on Facebook.
Citrus.fnpschpter.org on the website.

Speakers in upcoming months:

Our March 6th chapter meeting is “Cyber Plants – Go Native on the Internet” – we will learn how to use the Internet to learn more about native plants.
Also incoming President, Susan Carr will be coming in to talk about FNPS.

For our April 3rd chapter meeting, Carol Spears from The Villages Chapter will provide us with a program called “From Invasive to Native: Providing a Home for Florida’s Plants and Animals”

May 1st will be our chapter member Picnic and native plant walk at Churchhouse Hammock.

Ben Berauer presented the plant of the month, Penny Royal.

Deah Lieurance, Research Coordinator, University of Florida in Gainesville, was our speaker for the evening.  Her presentation was “Weeding out the Invaders:  The UF/IFAS Assessment of Non-native Plants in Florida’s Natural Areas”.

Virginia Hall, CNPS Secretary
